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€ ~ ROCKS FORM THE FOUNDATION OF ALL LIVING THINGS.
Having existed on this planet for millions of years,
’,e ancient geological forms tell a wealth of stories about our Earth’s rich hist
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THE FORMATION OF A
MOUNTAIN takes millions of
years and each one is unique.
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hile rocks may seem

commonplace and dull to

most of us, their history

dates back to the beginning

of our planet. A seemingly

insignificant, small rock that
you encounter by the wayside may have existed
for over 6,000 years. From its humble beginnings
as cooled and solidified magma to sedimentation
and petrifaction, rocks undergo vast changes
in temperature, movement, and erosion to form
land, canyons, mountains, dust and soil, making
them a significant part of our world.

The Foundation of All

Dr. Young Ng, president of the Association for
Geoconservation, Hong Kong, states that much
of our soil is produced by rocks, providing
nutrients for a variety of plants while allowing
animals and insects to forage and rest. Rocks
therefore, are the bedrock of our entire
ecosystem. “Geoconservation is a concept that
refers to the protection of our entire ecosystem
and environment,” explains Ng.

Dr. Ng points out that most rocks found in Hong
Kong are volcanic rock, granite, and sedimentary
rock. To understand these rocks better, we can
begin by looking at their exterior appearance
and texture. “If you see fine, horizontal lines
on the surface of a rock, you can deduce that
it probably formed during a volcanic eruption
many, many years ago. It can be classified as a
type of volcanic rock formed from cooled lava.
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NORTHEAST NEW
TERRITORIES AND

SAl KUNG are full of various
sedimentary rocks and volcanic
rocks. The area accounts for a
fifth of Hong Kong.
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Sedimentary rocks, on the other hand, display
horizontal layers and often contain fossils. On
granite, crystallised minerals are present,” Ng
explains. Each rock is unique in its history and
tells a story of its own origin.

Educational Tourism

The Hong Kong Geopark is located on the east
and northeast parts of the New Territories and is
divided into two main areas - the Northeast New
Territories Sedimentary Rock Region, and the Sai
Kung Volcanic Rock Region. These two regions
are then sub-divided into eight “geo-areas”. The
rare hexagonal rock columns have even enabled
the park to be recognised as a member of the
Global Geoparks Network (GGN) three years ago.

THE THIN
HORIZONTAL
LINES reveal that this
is a volcanic rock.
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ABERDEEN Nature Trail
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Geoparks

are not just about
rocks - they are
about people.
INENES
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Having visited many geoparks around the
world, Dr. Ng believes that Hong Kong’s
geopark is unique in its own right. “A world-
class city can be famous for its manmade
structures, but geoparks are a gift from
Mother Nature. Diverse geological formations
create an abundant ecological landscape, and
Hong Kong is unparalleled in this respect. We
possess a cosmopolitan and vibrant city, as
well as a diverse and ecological environment.
The combination of the two admired aspects is
something which the city can be truly proud
of.” For those who have never visited Hong Kong
Geopark, Dr. Ng suggests starting at the East
Dam of High Island Reservoir, home of the awe-
inspiring hexagonal rock columns.

The increasing number of visitors at Hong Kong

Geopark shows a change in peoples’ attitudes
and inclination for leisure activities today. Dr.
Ng recalls a time when people would go hiking
and on outdoor excursions for exercising, but
these days, they seek something further. In
addition to exercising, people want to learn
more about the places they visit, so through
guided geology tours, they are able to learn
about rocks and nature. “The guided tours not
only provide information, but also build up
interest and awareness so that more people
will understand the important role and value of
nature in our lives. Once we start to appreciate
nature, we will be much more conscious about
preservation and will not harm the natural
beauty within our city,” says Ng. ©
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Natural Beauty

The power and beauty of nature is evident all
around us. Tung Ping Chau’s wave erosion
landscape, Jin Island’s sea arches, Amah Rock’s
tor, Ma Shi Chau’s faults and folds and Port
Island’s naturally red earth are clear evidence
that rocks reflect nature’s illustration of art.
“Before the advent of science, much of Chinese
art depicted nature through landscapes,
exhibiting humans’ appreciation of nature
from an artistic perspective,” says Ng. Having
studied geology for many years, Dr. Ng
summarises the beauty of nature in ten words:
power, danger, wonder, beauty, extraordinary,
ancient, leisure, alluring, enchanting, and
charming. The first five words echo the natural
form and character of rocks while the latter
represents the relationship between rocks and
their surrounding environment, whether they
are manmade structures or living organisms.

An Insight into Life

Walking along a trail near Aberdeen Reservoir, Dr.
Ng suddenly stops at a small rock knoll and says,
“these fine lines are one of the characteristics of
volcanic rock that I mentioned earlier. However,
this rock is quite “young”, likely just one hundred
million years old. You can find older rocks in the
northeast area of the New Territories, some as old

EMOTION

as four hundred million years old.”

“Millions of years” far exceeds the lives of
humans. “Humans are incredibly small in the
grand scheme of things. Geology reveals the
vastness of our planet and places the concept of
time on a completely different level, contrasting
how much shorter human history is,” says Ng.
Studying geology offered Ng new perception in
life, allowing him to become more open-minded
about matters.

The stories of rocks allow us not only to grow in
wisdom but also to break through the barriers
of time, giving us a new outlook on life.
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Conservation
of nature is as
important as a
rock itself,

so the public
needs to
respectful to
nature.
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DESTRUCTION
OF STONES is
akin to damaging
plants and animals.

WIERARABIET
BEYNERRE -

BRI BRR o [ HUBUE BB T RPN G > fr 5|
FEE A B > W TE R A SRR ) B HORIY
A HARERM TR o BEETRE - (A G BEERE -]

T A ARRIE

R R I AT Iy R BT R o 5 A0O BUER HAR 5F
EN 33U PNERRZNE NI R b S URG
Al A ~ 7 SO B T I BT O 2~ IS R
TR R~ RPN R IR AT A o F1 B2 R B AR Y Al
wF I - A T AT RO B AR A e o
[RA R EA > h AT SR LK IER e
BRI » 2 — TR AR A0 Y 5% 52 4 52 1 % -
BB 2 47 > SLLBAN T RTEALAT
T~ B o Tl R B B B o T TORE
PR Bl A~ R B BRI A A S
TR AR R 0l > 2ol - B WG O~ iR
RO Ly B SR ) s B A ) S R P R

B ABANE

8 A TA T AT K R O 2B A > 5 o 1 28 SR Ly TR 5]
T — R/ - B LA/ BEAL - st A
B K UPE R — o MM TARFR > HA 85 18
A AACAT T AR EEOR - A PO <

TR EAR RS B T AR B - [ AFER A
SR TET AT AR OB B/ ] o fiE S U RURT JE HE BL T M Bk
%o BRI PSS R AR - S ABEEAL B AL IR
SRR R AE o T B R T L R A
BT KIS R IR R
AN TR~ BE TN (]

r\ %

&

Mercedes-Benz magazine 81



